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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1 -20 and 22 in the reply filed on 
9/13/2007 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cheung et al (2002/0169760) in view of Anderson et al (2004/0093327). 

Re Claims 1, 22: Cheung discloses identifying target objects on an electronic 
storefront Web site to which customer traffic is to be targeted (see [0009, 001 1]); 
automatically generating search keywords for the target objects that are identified (see 
[0010]). Cheung does not disclose initiating a purchase. However, Meisel discloses 
initiating purchase of the search keywords from one or more search partners (see 
[0008]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to modify Cheung's invention with Anderson's disclosure of initiating a 
purchase in order to "determine ads relevant to content, and/or combine content with 
ads determined to be relevant to the content (see Anderson Abstract)." 

Re Claim 2: Cheung discloses receiving billing and keyword clickthrough data 
from the one or more search partners; and automatically determining a cost 
effectiveness of each of the keywords (see [0019, 0024]). 

Re Claim 3: Cheung discloses wherein the cost effectiveness of each keyword is 
determined for each search partner on an individual search partner basis (see [0139]). 

Re Claim 4: Cheung discloses wherein the cost effectiveness of each keyword is 
determined by: calculating an average cost per click (CPC) value based on the billing 
and keyword clickthrough data received from the one or more search partners; 
monitoring customer session activities initiated in response to each keyword 
clickthrough; determining a margin per click (MPC) value comprising an average 
marginal profit for each customer session activity initiated by a keyword clickthrough for 
each keyword; and comparing the MPC and CPC values for each keyword (see [0010, 
0018, 0023, 0028]). 

Re Claim 5: Cheung discloses further comprising automatically deactivating a 
keyword when it is determined to not be cost effective (see [0125]). 

Re Claim 6: Cheung discloses wherein the CPC and MPC values are compared 
for each keyword at each of the one or more search partners (see [0010, 0018, 0023, 
0028]). 
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Re Claims 7, 18: Anderson discloses wherein purchase, or changing a purchase 
status, of keywords is automatically initiated by electronically interfacing with the search 
partner to exchange data identifying the keywords to be purchased (see Figure 2). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Cheung's invention with Anderson's disclosure of interfacing with the search 
partner in order to "determine ads relevant to content, and/or combine content with ads 
determined to be relevant to the content (see Anderson Abstract)." 

Re Claim 8: Cheung discloses wherein identifying the target objects for which 
keywords are automatically generated is performed periodically by a target discovery 
process and comprises identifying any new target objects that have been added to the 
Web site since the last time the target discovery process was performed (see [0137]). 

Re Claim 9: Cheung discloses further comprising: automatically generating 
formatted search result data corresponding to at least one keyword that is to be 
purchased; and sending the formatted search result data for said at least one keyword 
to at least one of the one or more search partners, and including the formatted search 
result data are in search results produced by said at least one of the one or more 
search partners in response to searches corresponding to said at least one keyword 
(see [0006, 0089]). 

Re Claim 10: Cheung discloses wherein the formatted search result data is 
automatically generated by performing operations including: creating a plurality of 
formatted search result templates; selecting one of the plurality of formatted search 
result templates applicable for a given keyword and search partner; and filling in the 
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formatted search result template with information corresponding to a catalog item for 
which a corresponding keyword was automatically generated (see [0006, 0089]). 

Re Claim 1 1 : Cheung discloses wherein the plurality of formatted search result 
templates includes templates that are particular to at least one of a product, a brand, 
and a product category (see [0008]). 

Re Claim 12: Cheung discloses wherein at least one formatted search result 
includes a destination URL containing embedded information identifying at least one of 
a product, brand, or category associated with the corresponding keyword (see [0023, 
0086, 0089, 0091-0092]). 

Re Claim 13: Cheung discloses wherein at least one formatted search result 
includes a price corresponding to a target object for which the keyword was 
automatically generated (see [0014]). 

Re Claim 14: Anderson discloses identifying target objects that were previously 
targeted for customer traffic that are related to catalog items that are either discontinued 
or currently unavailable; and deactivating the purchase of any keywords corresponding 
to the target objects that are so identified (see [0086]). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Cheung's invention 
with Anderson's disclosure of items that are discontinued or currently unavailable in 
order to "determine ads relevant to content, and/or combine content with ads 
determined to be relevant to the content (see Anderson Abstract)." 

Re Claim 15: Anderson discloses further comprising: identifying target objects 
corresponding to items in the electronic catalog that were previously unavailable but are 
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now available; and reactivating purchase of the keywords corresponding to those target 
objects (see [0086]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Cheung's invention with Anderson's disclosure of items 
to reactivate discontinued or currently unavailable in order to "determine ads relevant to 
content, and/or combine content with ads determined to be relevant to the content (see 
Anderson Abstract)." 

Re Claim 16: Cheung discloses wherein the keywords are purchased from a 
search partner by sending a document to the search partner containing a list of 
keywords to be purchased along with bids for keywords (see [0014, 0016-0024]). 

Re Claim 17: Cheung discloses wherein the document comprises one of a 
spreadsheet, database table, or an XML (extended markup language) document (see 
[0028, 0088, 0142]). 

Re Claim 19: Cheung discloses further comprising: receiving search result data 
from a search partner identifying search terms used to retrieve search results containing 
links to target objects on the electronic storefront Web site; and including those search 
terms as part of the search keywords that are purchased from the one or more partner 
sites (see [0010, 0014-0017]). 

Re Claim 20: Cheung discloses wherein the target objects include at least one of 
a product, brand, category, drug, and URL (see [0008, 0023, 0086, 0089]). 



Conclusion 
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4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lazarus et al (6,134,532) discloses a system and method for 
optimal adaptive matching of users to most relevant entity and information in real-time. 
Soulanille (2001/0051940) discloses a system and method for influencing a position of a 
search result list generated by a computer network search engine. Singh et al 
(2002/0165849) discloses an automatic advertiser notification for a system for providing 
place and price protection in a search result list generated by a computer network 
search engine. Meisel et al (2003/0033292) discloses a system and method for enabling 
multi-element bidding for influencing a position on a search result list generated by a 
computer network search engine. Roy et al (2003/0220918) discloses displaying paid 
search listings in proportion to advertiser spending. Harik (2004/0267725) discloses 
serving advertisements using a search of advertiser web information. Koningstein et al 
(2005/01 14198) discloses using concepts for ad targeting. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fawaad Haider whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7178. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 Examiner 
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